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A 36-year-old patient with a recent history of liver 

transplantation for Caroli’s disease, under anticoagula-

tion therapy due to infrarenal inferior vena cava throm-

bosis, consulted the Emergency Department after experi-

encing syncope and acute respiratory failure. The patient 

rapidly deteriorated, leading to cardiac arrest, which was 

successfully managed with cardiopulmonary resuscita-

tion. 

A chest X-ray revealed the presence of the Palla Sign, 

indicating an enlargement of the right descending pul-

monary artery, specifically affecting the descending 

interlobar branch of the right pulmonary artery, result-

ing in a radiographic appearance resembling a sausage 

in the right middle lobe (blue arrow). Additionally, the 

Westermark Sign was identified, indicative of localized 

increased lung transparency due to reduced blood flow 

(oligemia) caused by pulmonary artery obstruction (red 

arrow) (Fig. 1). 

Furthermore, the Polo Mint Sign was observed on CT 

pulmonary angiography, that represented a central filling 

defect resulting from a blood clot, surrounded by a thin 

contrast rim, reminiscent of the appearance of the popu-

lar UK mint candy called Polo Mint (yellow arrow). Several 

other filling defects disrupting the normal opacification 

of the pulmonary artery were also noted (Fig. 2, green ar-

rows).
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